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 Here is the data organized in a clean and readable 
table format: 

Let me know if you’d like it in Bengali, or as a 
graphic/table image format. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

COCO NEWS 
Unleashing the Economic Poten1al of Coconut-Based Businesses for Sustainable Growth in the South Coastal Regions of Bangladesh 

Background: Coconut cul*va*on in the south coastal regions of 
Bangladesh has faced persistent challenges in achieving op*mal frui*ng and 
produc*vity due to inadequate crop management prac*ces, pest 
infesta*ons, and disease prevalence. To address these constraints, the 
subproject *tled “Development of Integrated Crop Management 
Technologies for Higher Produc1on of Coconut in Bangladesh” was launched 
in June 2018 under NATP Phase 2 funding. The ini*a*ve was implemented 
through a collabora*ve approach involving four specialized components of 
the Bangladesh Agricultural Research Ins*tute (BARI) and the Sustainable 
Soil Resource Development Authority (SSURDA). 

Baseline surveys conducted in key coconut-growing districts—including 
Barishal, Patuakhali, Jashore, Satkhira, Chuadanga, Kush=a, Meherpur, and 
Gazipur—revealed poor adop=on of key agronomic prac=ces. Only 24.3% to 
44.3% of farmers reported fer=lizer applica=on, and irriga=on prac=ces were 
limited, ranging from 7.6% to 32.4%. Use of growth regulators was negligible. 
Major pests such as the coconut eriophyid mite, rhinoceros beetle, and red 
palm weevil, along with widespread diseases like grey leaf spot and bud rot, 
significantly contributed to declining yields. 
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Exploring Local Wisdom: Community Percep*ons, Knowledge and prac*ces  on coconut tree planta*on in Climate-Vulnerable South 
Coast; In June–July 2025, GRACE undertook an insighWul assessment to uncover the percep=ons, knowledge, and everyday prac=ces of 
communi=es living on the frontlines of climate vulnerability. The study focused on 45 households in Raypara, located in Jolma Union under 
Bo=aghata Upazila, Khulna district — a region deeply shaped by the rhythms and risks of the southern coastal ecosystem. 

The assessment revealed a nuanced portrait of community understanding, highligh=ng how local knowledge, cultural beliefs, and adap=ve 
behaviors intersect in the face of moun=ng climate challenges. It brought to light both the strengths embedded in tradi=onal prac=ces and 
the gaps that remain in awareness and preparedness. 

The assessment found 
that 68.9% of households 
have coconut trees, while 
31.1% do not—indica=ng 
both a strong cul=va=on 
presence and a poten=al 
gap for future 
interven=on, both the 
strengths embedded in 
tradi=onal prac=ces and 
the gaps that remain in 
awareness and 
preparedness. 

The assessment found that each household owns an average of 3 coconut trees, with an average age of 
9.75 years. Notably, 100% of respondents reported a decline in frui=ng compared to 10 years ago, 
indica=ng a significant reduc=on in produc=vity over =me. 
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The chart highlights the perceived reasons behind the decline in 
coconut frui=ng in the surveyed coastal region. A significant 25% of 
respondents a\ributed the issue to combined factors—namely poor 
soil nutri=on, inadequate irriga=on, and pest/disease incidence—
indica=ng a need for integrated management. Soil nutrient deficiency 
(16.7%) and climate change impacts (12.5%) were also prominent 
concerns. Notably, 10.4% cited lack of irriga=on, while only 4.2% 
referred to natural aging or other lesser-known causes. These insights 
reflect that environmental stressors and agronomic neglect are 
primary drivers of reduced produc=vity. 
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KNOWLEDGE MEASUREMENT:ABOUT THE 
MAIN RESON TO REDUCE THE FRUITING
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The assessment of coconut tree care prac=ces revealed that a 
majority (75%) of households do not provide any nursing or 
maintenance to their exis=ng trees. Only 16.7% reported 
occasional care, while a mere 8.3% ac=vely nurse their trees. This 
lack of regular maintenance is likely a contribu=ng factor to 
declining tree health and reduced frui=ng, underscoring the need 
for awareness and training on proper coconut tree management. 

Summary Findings and Recommenda=ons for - 
Exploring Local Wisdom: Community Percep=ons, Knowledge, and Prac=ces on Coconut Tree Planta=on in Climate-Vulnerable South Coast 
(June–July 2025) 

Key Findings 
Ø Coconut Tree Availability: 68.9% of households have coconut trees; 31.1% 

do not—highligh=ng both presence and expansion poten=al. 
Ø Tree Status: Households have an average of 3 trees, aged around 9.75 

years. All respondents reported a decline in frui=ng compared to 10 years 
ago. 

Ø Causes of Decline: 
• 25% iden=fied combined issues (poor soil, irriga=on, pests/disease). 
• 16.7% cited soil nutrient deficiency. 
• 12.5% pointed to climate-related factors (storms, drought, waterlogging, 

etc.). 
• Only 4.2% men=oned natural aging as a cause. 
Ø Care and Maintenance: 
• 75% of households do not provide any care to their trees. 
• Only 8.3% nurse their trees regularly. 
• Low maintenance is a key driver of declining produc=vity. 

Recommenda0ons 

1. Promote Integrated Crop Management 
addressing soil health, irriga*on, and 
pest/disease control. 

2.Enhance Community Awareness and Training 
on proper tree care and sustainable prac*ces. 

3.Strengthen Extension Services to support 
households lacking access to knowledge and 
inputs. 

4.Encourage Replanta*on and Diversifica*on in 
households without exis*ng coconut trees. 

5.Adapt to Climate Challenges through resilient 
farming methods and localized solu*ons 

GRACE Plan: Unlocking the Economic Poten6al of Coconut Trees in South Coastal Bangladesh 
❑ Hands-On Training: Prac*cal training for 25 selected women and male par*cipants, Focus: cul*va*on, irriga*on, fer*liza*on, pest 
management, and tree nursing  
❑ Input Support: Distribu*on of coconut saplings and fer*lizers Support for climate-smart agriculture (seeds and seedlings)  
❑ Monthly Group Mee*ngs: Experience sharing and coordina*on among trained par*cipants  
❑ Monitoring, Evalua*on, and Learning (MEL): Regular monitoring of irriga*on, fer*liza*on, mulching, and pest control including 
emphasis on adap*ve learning and prac*ce improvement  

Knowledge measurement PracIces 


